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Note from the Principal .
This will be my last note for Verve, as I am now retiring as Principal.
I have enjoyed representing the Society over the years (seven, I 
think) and meeting professional artists that came to share their skills 
with us, and also our friendly members too.
I hope another artist will step forward into my place, and I wish them 
all the enjoyment I have had.
I will still be supporting the Society, and coming to as many meet-
ings as possible,

But, sadly it is Goodbye  for now !
Gill Dollery

by Steve Driver
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From the Chairman

Good news at last!!  After 18 months when the Parish Hall has been 
closed to all users (except the Montessori Nursery) it is now sched-
uled to re-open on the 1st September. As yet we have not been told 
of any restrictions.
While the hall has been closed, some internal changes have been 
decided. New kitchen facilities are going to be installed in the rear 
corridor next to the gents toilet which will suffice for our refresh-
ments at the afternoon meetings.  However, as the work will not be 
commencing until November we shall be able to continue to use the 
main kitchen until the new kitchenette is completed.  There will also 
be some relocation of the fire doors but we are assured that we 
shall be able to enter the premises  through the main door as usual.
The 2021/22 Programme starting in October is now being compiled 
which will aim to offer the usual high standard of activities.  Under-
standably some members did not renew their membership last year 
because of the pandemic but I sincerely hope that they will now feel 
confident to return and again enjoy all the various aspects of the 
Society..  I would like to take this opportunity to thank all who have 
continued to support us through this very difficult period. Because of 
the cancellation of all 2020/21 indoor meetings 
a concession regarding subscriptions will be forthcoming for those 
who maintained their membership that year.

With the successful roll-out of the vaccine myself and the Commit-
tee look forward to welcoming everyone back to normality!!
With very best wishes

Barbara                     

                      by Edward Girard
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Maurice John Webb BA

It was with sadness that we learnt of the passing of Maurice, one of our 
long standing and stalwart members.
Maurice joined the Society in 1991 and was always an active member. 
 Besides attending the indoor meetings, he also participated in the Outdoor 
Painting days, the abroad holidays that our patron Paddy Holmes organ-
ised and co-ordinated coach trips to the Waterperry Art shows near Oxford.

In previous years Maurice distinguished himself in the army. When called 
up for National Service he was quickly selected as a candidate for an offi-
cer and a photograph in the Order of Service showed Lt Maurice Webb re-
ceiving the Regimental Colours from Earl Mountbatten of Burma . He lat-
er joined the volunteer Territorial Army.  Following his time in the forces, 
Maurice decided he wanted to teach and after gaining a degree went on to 
become a headmaster.  In retirement Maurice joined Rowlands Castle 
Painting Society to pursue his life long interest in watercolour painting 
where apparently he first met Val.  Another of his pastimes was collecting 
fountain pens.

Six members represented the Society at Maurice's funeral and at the gath-
ering afterwards Bob Payne presented Val with his superb portrait of Mau-
rice which was admired by all present.   A donation in Maurice's memory 
has been sent to the British Heart Foundation on behalf of the Society. 
 Maurice was a very popular member and his genial smile will be missed 
by all who knew him. 
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"OPEN HOUSE" In Rowlands Castle Parish Hall
Tuesday 28th September at 2.00 pm.

Due to Covid-19 the indoor 2020/21 Programme was completely cancelled 
and adverse weather has thwarted many of the Summer outside painting 
days so it has not been easy for members to keep in touch.  Therefore, be-
fore the main programme begins we are holding a social afternoon as an 
opportunity to get together with all past members, renew acquaintances 
and welcome new members.  We hope as many as possible will attend -
 put the date in your diary!

As we were unable to hold the AGM in March we shall be concluding this 
meeting with a deferred AGM mainly to vote in the Committee and Non-
Committee posts.
For the continued smooth running of the Society we need to fill the follow-
ing 2 vacancies so I am asking from the bottom of my heart for anyone 
who can help and be willing to be nominated for one of these posts to con-
tact me by email: lenara@lenara.plus.com or Tel. 02392631246.

COMMITTEE POSTS:
MEDIA CORRESPONDENT:  To keep local publications informed of the 
Society's activities & report on events.  Media contact will be provided. 
Can be done from home.
If you want any further information please contact the Media Correspon-
dent Jan Roblin 02392 594467

NON-COMMITTEE POST
CATERING OFFICER(S)  - One, or ideally two people to be in charge of 
refreshment supplies and donations at meetings.  (Volunteers can be asked 
to help with serving.) To organise catering at social events.

Barbara Wood
Chairman
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Report from Membership Secretary

 Due to the unprecedented circumstances of Covid, for the last 18 
months I have tried to keep everyone involved in our Society.
So I have been e-mailing everyone who were members on the books in 
2019-2020. 
However, to comply with the Data Protection rules,  if those who 
did not pay subs last year, and do not rejoin this year they will be removed 
from this e-mail list in January 2022. 

 Membership Subscription fees for this year, 2021-2022,  will be 
£35.
 

                  *****************************
However, For all those 58 members who paid their subs this last year, 
but were denied any meetings due to the Pandemic, the subs they paid- 
£25, will be rolled over to this year so they will only need to pay £10 
this coming year.
                        

                 ******************************

An Annual Subscription of £35 for all new members and those re-
joining is still fantastic value for money.
That is for 4 Tuesday meetings a month from October to May as well as 
Professional Artists demonstrations in the evening. Not to mention the 
Summer Painting outings .
Plus occasional Saturday Workshops for about £15 .
Note:-
( Chichester Art society is charging £50 a year and only meets every 3rd 
Thursday of the month. It costs £10 a night for visitors)      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